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their property actual or potential hostages to the
insurgents. Few of the Anglo-Irish suffered then ; but
before the Free State was fully established, many lost
their houses, destroyed by the " Irregular " Republican
bands. Many more houses were looted ; many families
quitted the country, some at least determined never
to return.	.
The Irish people of to-day are not the Irish people
of my boyhood.   Normally, a revolution accomplishes
itself in two or three years:   ours has been spread
over nearly half a century, because the country in
revolution was controlled by a stronger outside power,
which could not check the revolutionary impulse, but
prevented it from getting far in a single burst.   Yet
the result is accomplished.   A territorial aristocracy,
drawn almost entirely from members of a privileged
Church, which was the Church of a small minority,
has been replaced by a democracyof peasant proprietors.
In essence, Ireland has got rid of the conceptions as
to ownership of land which England for centuries
imposed upon her:  and the Irish view, which sees in
the occupier of land its natural owner, is accepted by
all the Irish people—Catholic or Protestant.    It is
also accepted as a principle that no religion shall be
privileged:  though in practice Catholics and Protes-
tants alike tend to give preference to those of their
own persuasion.   Yet this is generally condemned,
and appointment by competitive  examination will
undoubtedly help to break it down.
The landlord power no longer exists anywhere. In
the North of Ireland, the class who were landlords
retain their social position undisturbed, and are still
leaders of the countryside. But in Ulster as a whole,
political power rests mainly with the industrial mag-
nates, who are often Presbyterians. In the rest of
Ireland, what once was the ruling class has no power
and no duties.
It has not lost the sense of danger, and resentment
at its powerlessness. Yet it will probably in great

